

DATE:

November 21, 2005
TO:

Distribution

FROM:

Christopher W. Jenks, Manager


Transit Cooperative Research Program

Re:

Request for FY 2006 Synthesis Topics



Transit Cooperative Research Program


The Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) is seeking potential study topics for the FY2006 TCRP Synthesis Program.  The TCRP was created by memorandum agreement between the National Academy of Sciences, acting through the Transportation Research Board; the Federal Transit Administration (FTA); and the Transit Development Corporation (TDC), a non-profit educational and research organization established by the American Public Transportation Association (APTA).  The Synthesis Program reports on various practices, and is designed to produce a compendium of the best knowledge available on those practices found to be the most successful in resolving specific problems.  Syntheses are relatively short, targeted for about 40-60 pages plus reference materials.  Enclosed is a listing of all synthesis topics authorized to date.


Ideas submitted for study topics form the basis for selection of the annual Synthesis Program. Topics are selected by a project panel that meets once a year, typically in May.  The TCRP project panel members perform a preliminary screening and ordering of the topics.  At the annual meeting they discuss the highest rated topics and make their final selection.  The governing board of the TDC, which also serves as the TCRP Oversight and Project Selection (TOPS) Committee, then gives final approval of the selected topics.  It is expected that 6 new topics will be selected for the FY 2006 Synthesis Program.  


For each topic, the project objectives are (1) to locate and assemble documented information; (2) to learn what practice has been used for solving or alleviating the problem; (3) to identify all ongoing research (4) to learn what problems remain largely unsolved and; (5) to organize, evaluate, and document the useful information that is acquired.  Ideas for study topics may be submitted by anyone at anytime. However, the closing date for consideration of ideas for study topics in FY 2006 is March 31, 2006.  A suggested format for submitting a synthesis topic is enclosed.  In addition, synthesis topics may be submitted electronically via the Internet by completing the form provided at http://www4.trb.org/trb/synthsis.nsf. 


Thank you very much for your consideration.  Your willingness to participate in the identification of relevant transit synthesis topics is a key element of a successful, industry-driven TCRP.  Should you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at 202/334-3089 or cjenks@nas.edu.

Enclosures

Distribution:  Chair and Members, TOPS Committee, Executive Director, TDC; Associate Administrator, Research, Demonstration, and Innovation, FTA; Associate Administrator, Budget & Policy, FTA; Liaison Representatives FTA; Chairs, APTA Committees; Directors, University Transportation Centers; Chair and Members, AASHTO Standing Committee on Public Transportation; Executive Secretary, Women’s Transportation Seminar; Executive Director, National Society of Black Engineers; Executive Director, National Association of Minority Contractors; CEO and President, National Urban League; President, National Council of Negro Women; President, Blacks in Government; Representatives, Historically Black Colleges; Board Members, State Delegates, and Associate Director, Community Transportation Association of America; Executive Director, Conference of Minority Transportation Officials; Executive Director, National Transportation Consortium of Minority Colleges & Universities; Chair and Members, TRB Executive Committee; Chairs and Members, TCRP Panels; Chairs, TRB Group Councils and Sections; Chairs, Sustaining Associates; and TRB Staff (Selected).


SUGGESTED FORMAT


FOR


RECOMMENDED SYNTHESIS TOPICS 


Synthesis of Information Related to Transit Problems
TITLE:




Preferably ten words or less

SUBMITTED BY:


Name of submitter and organization

SCOPE:



This statement should be brief (i.e. one or two paragraphs), but there is not a limit on length.  It should describe the problem and identify the parts to be covered by the synthesis.  The proposed study should be able to be accomplished in approximately 400 hours of professional time.

INFORMATION SOURCES:

Optional - organizations, individuals, or literature references






Submit Topics to:
Christopher W. Jenks 









Manager, TCRP









Transportation Research Board
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Washington, DC  20001









FAX 202/334-2006









cjenks@nas.edu
TCRP Synthesis Topics Approved to Date





Published

Synthesis


Title

     1.

Safe Operating Procedures for Alternative Fuel Buses  (1993)

     2.

Low-Floor Transit Buses  (1994)

     3.

Incentive Programs to Improve Transit Employee Performance  (1994)

     4.

Integration of Bicycles and Transit  (1994)

     5.

Management Information Systems  (1994)

     6.

The Role of Performance-Based Measures in Allocating Funding  (1994)

     7.

Regulatory Impacts on Design and Retrofit of Bus Maintenance Facilities  (1994)

     8.

Retrofit of Buses to Meet Clean Air Regulations  (1994)

     9.

Waste Control Practices at Bus Maintenance Facilities  (1995)

    10.

Bus Route Evaluation Standards  (1995)

    11.

System-Specific Spare Bus Ratios  (1995)

    12.

Transit Bus Service Line and Cleaning Functions  (1995)

    13.

Risk Management for Small and Medium Transit Agencies  (1995)

    14.

Innovative Suburb-to-Suburb Transit Practices  (1995)

    15.

System-Specific Spare Rail Vehicle Ratios  (1995)

    16.

Changing Roles and Practices of Bus Field Supervisors (1996)

    17.

Customer Information at Bus Stops  (1996)

    18.

Bus Occupant Safety  (1996)

    19.

Passenger Transfer System Review  (1996)

    20.

Transit-Focused Development  (1997)

    21.

Improving Transit Security  (1997)

    22.

Monitoring Maintenance Performance  (1997)

    23.

Rail Transit Tunnel and Underground Structures Inspection Policy and Procedures  (1997)

    24.

AVL Systems for Bus Transit  (1997)

    25.

Light Rail Vehicle Compression Requirements  (1997)

    26.

Bus Transit Fare Collection  Practices  (1997)

    27.

Emergency Preparedness for Transit Terrorism  (1997)

    28.

Managing Transit Construction Contract Claims  (1998)

    29.

Passenger Counting Technologies and Procedures  (1998)

    30.

ADA Paratransit Eligibility Certification Practices  (1998)

    31.

Paratransit Contracting and Service Delivery Methods  (1998)

    32.

Transit Advertising Revenue:  Traditional and New Sources and Structures  (1998)

    33.

Practices in Assuring Employee Availability  (1999)

    34.

Data Analysis for Bus Planning and Monitoring  (2000)

    35.

Information Technology Update for Transit  (2000)

    36.

Identifying and Reducing Fraudulent Third-Party Tort Claims Against Public Transit Agencies  (2000)

37. Communicating with Persons with Disabilities in a Multimodal Transit Environment  (2001)

38. Electronic Surveillance Technology on Transit Vehicles  (2001)

39. Transportation on College and University Campuses  (2001)
40. A Challenged Employment System: Hiring, Training, Performance Evaluation and Retention of Bus Operators  (2001)
41. Use of Small Buses in Transit Services  (2002)
42. Use of Flexible Funding under ISTEA and TEA-21  (2002)

43. Effective Use of Transit Websites  (2002)

Synthesis Topics Approved to Date (continued)
44. Training for On-Board Bus Electronics  (2002)

45. Customer-Focused Transit  (2002)

46. Diversity Training Initiatives  (2003)

47. Corporate Culture as the Driver of  Transit Leadership Practices  (2003)
48. Real-Time Bus Arrival Information Systems  (2003)

49. Yield to Bus—State of the Practice  (2003)

50. Accommodation of Common Wheelchairs on Transit Buses Using Rear-Facing Position  (2003) 

51. Transit Advertising Sales Agreements  (2004)

52. Transit Operator Health and Wellness Programs (2004)

53. Operational Experiences with Flexible Transit Services (2004)

54. Maintenance Productivity Practices (2004)

55. Geographic Information System (GIS) Applications in Transit (2004)
56. Performance-Based Measures in Transit Fund Allocation (2004)
57. Computer-Aided Scheduling and Dispatch in Demand-Responsive Transit Services (2004)
58. Emergency Response Procedures for Natural Gas Transit Vehicles (2005) 

59. Strategic Planning and Management in Transit Operations (2005)

60. Practices in No-Show and Late Cancellation Policies for ADA Paratransit (2005)

61. Maintenance Staffing Levels for Light Rail Transit (2005)
62. Integration of Bicycles and Transit (2005)

63. On Board/Intercept Transit Survey Techniques (2005)
   RRD 32
Accessibility of Automated Fare Vending and Collection for Customers with Disabilities  (1998)





Underway 

SB-13

Transit Agency Participation in Medicaid Brokerage Programs (2006)

SB-14

Methods of Ridership Communication  (2006)

SC-08

Use of Mobile Data Terminals (MDTs) in Transit  (2006)
SD-03

Bus Bypass Shoulders (2006)

SH-06

Easy to Apply, Fixed-Route, Transit Ridership Forecasting and Service Planning Methods  (2006)


SH-07

Web-Based Survey Techniques for Transit  (2006)

SH-08

Incorporating Bus Transit Service in Land Development Planning  (2006)



