Labor Day Weekend Travel Information

OLYMPIA - With the last holiday weekend of the summer upon us, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) reminds travelers to plan ahead for a smooth trip to Labor-Day destinations.   Motorists are urged to check their route before they go by visiting www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic or calling 511.  Nationally, 511 is available in 23 states with 26 active systems.

Since the Federal Communications Commission designed 511 as the national travel system in July 2000, the system has logged over 36 million calls and is available locally to 81 million Americans.

Whenever possible, WSDOT avoids construction closures around holidays to accommodate travelers.  Most crews will stop work by noon on Friday, September 2 and resume on Tuesday morning, September 5. Many transportation service providers will be on holiday schedules, and some roadways will be restricted. Following is travel information about highways, mountain passes, aviation, public transportation and ferries. 

Highways

WSDOT's Incident Response teams (IRT) are prepared for incidents that may impact major travel routes. IRT is on-call 24 hours a day to assist with incidents to keep traffic moving. IRT can help motorists with flat tires, dead batteries, or overheated engines to quickly and safely get motorists back on the road. 

Clark County: 

· I-5 between NE 99th Street (Exit 5) and the I-205 merge, lanes have been narrowed to allow for interstate widening and bridge replacement, and the speed limit has been reduced to 50 mph. 

Cowlitz County: 

· SR 503 Spur in the Swift Powerhouse Dam vicinity (milepost 38.8), a temporary one-lane stop is in place to allow large equipment trucks to enter and exit the dam for construction activities.  Advance warning signs are in place.

King County:  

· Downtown Seattle, drivers should expect heavy traffic:

· Around the Seattle Center for the "Bumbershoot Arts Festival" through the weekend, Friday, September 2 - Monday, September 5. 

· Around Qwest Field for the Seahawks football game on Friday, September 2 at 6 p.m., and for the University of Washington football game on Saturday, September 3 at 12:30 p.m.

· SR 169 in Black Diamond will be closed between Roberts and Jones roads from 9 a.m. to noon for the "City of Black Diamond Labor Day Parade." 

· I-405 in Kirkland, drivers cannot access northbound I-405 from westbound 124th Street.  A signed detour is in place.

· SR 202 in Woodinville will be closed for the "Half marathon" from 8:30 -9:30 a.m. on Monday, September 5.

· Northeast 132nd Street in Kirkland will be closed completely between 116th Avenue and Totem Lake Boulevard from 8 p.m. Friday, September 2 to 6 a.m. Saturday, September 3.

Spokane County:

· I-90 between Argonne Road (Exit 287) and Sullivan Road (Exit 291, lanes have been narrowed to allow for interstate and the speed limit has been reduced to 50 mph.

Whatcom County:

· State Route 20 - North Cascades Highway will be reduced to single-lane alternating traffic between Newhalem and Diablo.  Flaggers will direct drivers through the construction zone one direction at a time on Friday and Monday, and on Saturday and Sunday a traffic light will alternate drivers through the construction zone. www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr20/rockslideditch/    

Yakima County: 

· State Route 410 is restricted to one lane due to a washout 3 miles east of Chinook Pass. Travelers will need to stop at the sign, and then proceed after seeing no on-coming traffic.

Mountain Passes

All mountain passes are open. Expect heavy traffic on Snoqualmie Pass Friday, September 2 and Monday, September 5. Traffic volumes across Snoqualmie Pass on Interstate 90 throughout the Labor Day weekend are expected to be 40 percent more than the normal amount of 31, 249 vehicles per day.  An incident response vehicle will be patrolling the Snoqualmie Pass area to help motorists of disabled vehicles and respond to blocking incidents.

Trains

Amtrak Cascades trains frequently sell out on holiday weekends. Be sure to purchase your tickets well in advance and arrive early at the station for your departure. For more information, visit www.AmtrakCascades.com or call 1-800-USA-RAIL.

Buses

Most public transit systems will follow a holiday schedule and will not operate fixed route or Dial-A-Ride service on Labor Day. Please contact your local transit agency for more information.

Private Aircraft Travel

All 16 state-owned airports are open for the season. Campgrounds around Ranger Creek, Lower Granite, Sullivan Lake, and Tieton should be at capacity. Pilots are encouraged to be especially watchful for pedestrians and vehicles while using these airports. Pilots should also check for temporary flight restrictions (TFRs) due to fires and check if campfires are allowed in recreational areas. More information on the state-owned airports is available at: www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/airports/Amenities.htm.

Ferries

Washington State Ferries (WSF) is expecting to be busy this weekend and customers should remember that new port security measures mean the ferry crew must clear the vessels at each port. For the Labor Day weekend, travelers should look for the heaviest backups and overloading between 3-7 p.m. Friday, September 2, on westbound routes. Return traffic will be heaviest Sunday afternoon and evening and morning sailings on Labor Day as people return early to prepare children to return to school.

For information on schedules and up to date traffic information, check the ferries Web site at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries or contact Washington State Ferries at 511 or 1-888-808-7977.

511 Travel Information

Real time traffic and weather information is available in Washington by dialing 5-1-1 from most phones. Updated every few minutes, 511 provides callers with a variety of information: 

· Puget Sound traffic conditions 

· Statewide construction impacts 

· Incident information 

· Mountain pass conditions 

· State's ferry system information 

· 800 numbers for passenger rail and airlines 

· Weather 
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